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— — —Commiffa quod Auéttio vendit | 
Stantibus, Oenophorum, Tripodes, Armaria; Ciftas. 


Juv. 


yaes? Have already received letters from feveral 
Pee Virtuofi, expreffing their aftonifhment and 
Sage concern at my difappointing the warm 
Ka hopes they had coriceived of my undertak- - 
ing from the title of my paper, They 
tell me, that by deferting the paths of Virtz I at once 
neglect the publick intereft and my own; that by fup- 
porting the character of ConNotssEuR in it’s ufual fenfe, I 
might have obtairied very confiderable falaries from the 
principal Auction-rooms, Toy-fhops, and Repofitories, and 
might befides very plaufibly have recommended myfelf as 
the propereft perfon in the world to be Keeper of Sir Hans 
Sloane’ s Mufaum. rae a 
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I cAnxoT be infenfible of the importance of this ca- 
pital bufinefs of Taste, and how much reputation, as 
well as profit, would accrue to my labours, by confining 
them to the minuteft refearches into Nature and Art, and 
poring over the ruft of Antiquity. I very well know, that 
the difcovery of a new Zoophyte, or fpecies of the Polype, 
would be as valuable.as that of the Longitude. The Cabi- 
nets of the Curious would furnifh out matter for my Effays 
more inftruéting than all the learned lumber of a Vatican. 
Of what confequence would it be to point out the+diftinc- 
tions of Originals from Copies fo precifely, that the paultry 
{cratchings of a Modern may never hereafter" be palmed on 
a Connoiffeur for the labours ofa Rembrandt! 1 thould com- 
mand applaufe from the adorers of Antiquity, were I to 
demontftrate that Merit never exifted but in the Schools of 
the old Painters, never flourifhed but in the warm climate 
of Italy ; and how fhould I rife in the efteem of my coun- 
trymen, by chaftifing the arrogance of an Engli/hman in 
prefuming to determine the Anahjis of Beauty ! 


Ar other times I might take occafion to fhew my fagacity 
in- conjectures on rufty Coins and illegible Marbles, What 
profound erudition is contained in an half-obliterated an- 
tique piece of copper! TRAJ. IMP. P. VII, COSS, 
M.A xX. *« *« *« TREB. V. P. P. S. C.; and how 


merveillous, mot courteous and rpgbhte wortbye reader, 
would the barbarous Infcription of fome auncient Monu- 


ment appear to thee, and how plefaunt to thpne epne 
wptheall, thus preferved in it’s obfolete fpelling, and original 
black charattet! To this branch of Tafte I am more parti- 
cularly prefs’d : a correfpondent defires to know, whether 
I was of the party that lately took a furvey of Palmyra in 
the Defart ; another, if T have travers’d the Holy Land, or 
vifited Mount Calvary. 1 thall not {peak too proudly of ‘my 

travels ; 


AX 


AX 
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travels; but as my predeceffor, the Specraror, has re- 
commended himfelf by having made a trip to Grand Cairo. 
to take meafure of a Pyramid, I afflure my Reader that.I 
have climb’d Mount Ve/ivio in the midft of it’s eruptions, 
and dug fome time underground in the ruins of Herculaneum. 


I sHAtt always be follicitous to procure the efteem of fo 
refpectable a body as the Connoiffeurs; as.1 cannot. but be. 
fenfible, could 1 any way merit it by my labours, how, 
much more important the name of Mr. Town would 
appear, dignified with the addition of F. R. S. or Member 


of the Society -of Antiquarians. therefore take this early 


opportunity of obliging the. curious with a letter from a 
very eminent perfonage, who, as well as myfelf, is lately 
become a Connoisseur, and is known to have gone a- 
broad for'no other purpofe than to buy Pidtures, 


To Mr. ee REESE 


DEAR S1R, 


HE hurry in which I left England muft have. con- 

vinced you how much I was in earneft, when I talked 
of making a valuable collection of Pictures, By my fre- 
quent attendance on fales, I already know almoft as much 
of Painting as I do of the Funds ; and can talk as learnedly 
of Light and Shade, Figure, Proportion, Drapery, &c. as 
of ‘the rife and fall of Stocks. Ihave however beenvery 
niuch embarraffed in’ getting together a ‘collection fuitable 
to the religion I profefs, ‘The famous Painters were moft 
6f them fuch bigots to. their own way of: thinking, :that 
they. have: fcarce left any thing behind them but Holy. 
Famies, dead Chrifts, and Madonas.; fubjects which to 
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Me and my Tribe are odious and abominable. A Pic- 
ture, fince it has the property of being the language of 
all mankind, fhould never be particular in it’s fubject; but 
we fhould paint, as the Engli/h are taught to pray, ‘ for 
“all Jews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks.”’ 


Wuen I have made the tour of Italy, I will fend you 
a complete lift of all my purchafes: in the mean time, 
the following fhort fpecimen will enable you to judge of 
my precautions in felecting Pieces fuitable to my character, 
and not offenfive to my principles. 


Tue firft that I bought was “ the Elevation of the 
* Gotpen Car.” This I fhall fet up in the Roya/ Ex- 
change, as a typical reprefentation of myfelf, to be wor- 
fhipp’d by all Brokers, Infurers, Scriveners, and the whole. 
fraternity of Stoek-jobbers; 


Tur fecond is “ the Triumph of Gipzon.” ThisI 
intended, if a late project in favour of our brethren had 
not mifcarried, to have been hung up in St. Stepben’s 
Chapel, as a memorial of our victory over the Uncir- 
cumcifed, 


Tue third and fourth are “ Peter denying his Ma- 
* fter,” and “ Jupas betraying him for thirty pieces 
« of filver;” both which I defign as prefents to our two 
worthy friends the B sof —— and -. 








Tue next which I hall mention to you, deferves partis 
cular notice; and this is “‘ the Prophet of Nazareth himfelf, 
conjuring the Devil into an Hetd of Swine.’’ From this 
piece, when I return to England, I intend to have a Print 
engraved ; being very proper to be had in all Fewi/ fami- 
lies, as a neceflary prefervative againft Pork; and Chris 
ftianity. 

T sHALL 
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I sHALL not tire you with a particular detail of fome 
other leffer Pieces; fuch as —The Deluge, in water co- 
lours.—The New Jerufalem, in perfpective.-— Some Ruins 
of the Temple.—A Publican at the Receipt of Cuftom. — 


and —a SAMPSON in miniature. 


Besipes thefe, I have employ’d an ingenious artift here 
to execute a Defign of my own. It is a picture of Fortune, 
not ftanding (as in the common ftile) upon a kind of Cart- 
wheel, but on the twoWheels of the Lottery; with a reprefen- 
tation of a Net caft over the leffer Engroffers of Tickets, while 
a Corer MAnaGeR is breaking his way thro’ the Mefhes. 


I must not forget to tell you, that I have pick’d up an 
infamous Portrait, by an Englifh hand, call’d Shylock ; with 
the following infcription under it, taken I fuppofe from the 
London Evening Poff, or that impudent Foot the Gazetteer; 
“ They have difgrac’d me, and hinder’d me Half a Million, 
<< Jaught at my loffes, mockt at my gains, fcorn’d my nation, 
“ thwarted my bargains, cool’d my friends, heated mine 
“* enemies; —and what’s the reafon? Lama Jew.” 


As foon as the Parliament is diffolved, you may expect 
to fee me in England; till when, 


I am, dear fir, yours, &c. 


KREHEEHREE HHHHRE SE 


I sHaxt here fubjoin a letter of a very different ftamp; 
which points out to me another walk as a Connoisseur, 
not lefs extenfive perhaps, and more agreeable to the 
modern Tafte, than that of Virtz, 


E To 
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To Mr. TOWN. 


SIR, 


Suppofe ConNnoIssEuR is only another word for a 

Knowinc One. So write me a few papers in defence 
of Cards, Dice, Races, and Gaming in general, and I will 
admit you upon the Square, introduce you at White's, fet 
you upon the Turf the next Meeting at Newmarket, and 
make your fortune at once. If you are the man I take 
you for, you will be wife, and do this dire&tly ; and then 
the Odds are for you. If not, I'll hold you a hundred 
Pounds to a China Orange, that your paper is neglected as 
low and vulgar, and yourfelf condemn’d ‘as an unfafhion- 
able blockhead, 


WILL HAZARD. 
T 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofler Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 


